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OCTOBER, 1883. 


THE MONTH. 3. 


We would remind our readers of the Conference in connection with the Evangelical 
Alliance, which is to be held at Norwich during the present month. The programme 
of arrangements gives us every reason to anticipate that it will be a profitable and 
enjoyable gathering. Opportunities are afforded by such occasions for meeting 
Christian friends with whom otherwise one might not readily come in contact, and 
such seasons of intercourse leave very pleasant memories behind them. The love we 
owe to fellow-believers is naturally stimulated by such friendly communings, and 
they are fitted to have a direct effect in the promotion of spiritaal life and personal 
holiness. We can hardly remind ourselves too often that we have one Master, even 
Christ, and that we all are brethren, who are bound to endedvonr to keep the unity 


of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 


Although the present year has still some time to run, our minds may already 
begin to anticipate the year which is to follow, and look forward to what it is likely 
to bring us if we are spared to see it. We may, therefore, venture to express the 
hope that the programme for the Week of United Prayer at the beginning of the 
year, which has been prepared and put into circulation, has not failed to attract the 
attention and awaken serious feelings and desires in the hearts of not s few Christian 
friends. To think much of the appointed topics beforehand, till the fire is kindled 
within us, will be a most excellent preparation for the season when it comes. Our 
petitions will be ready to put before the King. We shall not be cold and languid 
when we ought to be filled with all the earnestness of intense desire. By praying 
for a blessing beforehand on the time of prayer, it will be more likely to prove a 
season of abundant blessing. ra 


The demonstration at Erfart in honour of Luther has been followed by another 
at Wittenberg, on which occasion the Crown Prince placed a laurel wreath on 
Lather’s grave in the Castle Charch. At the opening of the Luther Hall, his 
Imperial Highness said: “May this festival serve as s holy exhortation to us to 
uphold the great benefits of the Reformation with the same courage as‘was displayed 
in acquiring them for us! May it, above all, strengthen us in the resolution to be 
ready at all times to defend the Evangelical creed, and, with it, liberty of conscience 
and religious toleration! May Luther’s anniversary help to strengthen Protestant 
feeling, preserve the German Evangelical Church from disunion, and lay for her the 
foundation of lasting peace!” These are sentiments which will find an echo in the 


heart of every Evangelical Christian throughout the world. 


‘Few could have read the account which has reached this country.of the deatl 


of Queen Ranavalona 1. of Madagascar without feeling touched by the exhibition 
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of simple Christian faith which marked the closing scene in the career of one who 
deserves to be held in affectionate remembrance as a truly great and good Queen. 
She had done much for her country and people, before whom a career of prosperity 
and general well-being appeared to be opening out when its abundant hope and 
promise were so rudely interfered with by the hand of France. We trast the futare 
will show that the Gospel has taken such a hold in that great island as to be able to 

\ survive the season of hard trial through which it is passing at present. Christianity 
has already given good proof of its tenacity in that quarter, and its endurance in 
the past is of good angury that it will flourish yet more abundantly in the time to 
come. 


Our last issue contained a report of the steps that had been taken by the 
| Council of the Evangelical Alliance with a view to secure united action among the 
y Christian Charches of this country in doing honour to the memory of Luther. A com- 
| mittee was formed, composed of representatives from the leading religious societies, ' 
a and a general plan of procedure was agreed on. This Committee then adjourned for 
i a month, with the intention of arranging all the details when they met again. 
if Several gentlemen, however, connected with various Protestant communities, 
a -Prthought that immediate steps should be taken to expedite the matter, and formed 
g another committee, which set to work at once to make complete arrangements, 
| : securing the services of Lord Shaftesbury as President. On the re-assembling of 
: the committee which had been constituted under the auspices of the Evangelical 
: Alliance, it was felt at once that it would be undesirable to have two committees 
working separately for the same object, which would produce an appearance of division 
instead of that hearty union and co-operation which it had been the one purpose of 
the Evangelical Alliance to promote among all sections of Protestant Christians. It 
was therefore agreed to dissolve the committee formed by the Alliance, inasmuch 
as the special purpose for which it had been constituted in regard to the Luther 
q@lebration was in a fair way of being accomplished in a sufficiently satisfactory 
manner. The terms of the resolution which was arrived at, in expression of these 
views, will be found on another page of the present number. | 
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It would be surprising were it not for the fact that it is in consistence with 
what has always been the case, to note how much of the spirit of religions persecu- 
tion still lingers among the sections of the Christian Church, and more especially in 
its more corrupted forms. A case has just been brought to the notice of the 
Alliance which bears this character. From some correspondence that has come from 
Antioch, it appears that the adhesion of some members of the Greek Church to the 
Protestant missions has been followed by a violent outbreak on the part of their 
former co-religionists. The particulars of the matter are more fully stated in another 
column. Meanwhile, it is engaging the attention of the Alliance, with a view 
to consider what course of «ction can be taken which would best serve the interests 
of peace and justice. ! 


~ 


The detection of the forgery in the case of the Shapira manuscripts has Jed to 
some correspondence regarding the question of priority in observing the evidences of 
the imposture. This is not a matter about which the public is likely to feel much 
concern. It is to be exceedingly regretted, however, that in a question of so serious a 
nature as the settlement of the text of the Sacred Scriptures, there should be such 
a lamentable want of honour and conscience as has appeared in this attempt to palm 
off fabricatioms for ancient documents. A genuine discovery, parallel to that of the 
Sinaitic Codex of the New Testament by Tischendorf, would have been very gladly 
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weloomed by Hebrew scholars, After all, it is extremely unlikely that any such 
discovery, if it were ever made, Would lead to any sensible variation of a text which 
has been so carefally guarded as that of the Hebrew Scriptures. 


The meeting of the Young Men’s Christian Associations at Liverpool appears 
to have been successful in every respect. These organizations have been the means 
of accomplishing a great deal of good, and it is well to see that they are not resting 
on their oars, but striving to render themselves still more highly beneficial. The 
question of “ Bors” has been under consideration, and as boys will be boya, but grow 
into men, they deserve to be looked after, and, perhaps, even to be borne with 
occasionally. It is a healthy sign when organizations for Christian work do not 
separate themselves from the churches. There has sometimes been a danger of this, 
but such alienations are sure to be injurious to both sides. The more of sympathy 
and co-operation there is between direct church work and other special organizations 
for philanthropic and Christian objects, the better will it be for all concerned. 


The imprisonment of Miss Booth calls attention again to the question of 
religious liberty in Switzerland. Some seven months ago, the meetings of the 
Salvation Army were prohibited, and “ General” Booth states that his daughter, in 
taking the step which has now led to her imprisonment, acted premeditatedly and 
by the advice of eminent Swiss jurists, who saw in this course the only means of a 
final decision as to the legality of the proceedings taken by the authorities. It is 
charged by the friends of the Army in Switzerland that the text of the law has 
been deliberately falsified by the officials in order to cover their illegal action. The 
result of Miss Booth’s trial will be watched with keen interest by Christian people, 
not only in Switzerland and in England, but also in other countries. Our own 
Government have been appealed to specially on the ground that while hundreds of 
Swiss people have taken part in the recent proceedings, only British subjects have 
been arrested. Mr. Gladstone and Lord Granville have replied that the law officers 
of the Crown are looking into the matter. 


--- 


LITERARY. 


A wor p without love : such was the world of heathenism. There was in it liberality 
of a sort, but no charity. Such largesse as was given had a political complexion, 
or had its spring in some form of selfishness. Pity was deemed a weakness un- 
becoming to full manliness of character. Philosophy taught that human wisdom 
and virtue were best secured by attaining to a tranquil and polished selfishness, 
- The poor and weak were better out of the way, as they were only obstacles and 
encumbrances in the path of the well-to-do. That wretchedness was to be sought 
out and eared for, simply because it was wretchedness, was an idea that never 
entered the heathen mind. If anything ever was done for the suffering, it was, as it 
were, by accident. There was no organization of relief; no system devised and 
carried out for the benefit of suffering classes of human creatures. It was 
_ Christianity that introduced charity into the world. By teaching the value of the 
immortal soul, it invested the humblest individual of the human race with a certain 
dignity and preciousness. In the person of Jesus compassion became incarnate ; 
and His followers, animated by His spirit, filled the ancient world with astonishment 
by the rare affection they exhibited. Some of the forms which the charity of the 
Church assnmed in the developments of her history may not entirely commend 
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themselves to our judgment, but the records of her efforts to relieve the miseries of 
the world are full of = most touching interest. This task has been undertaken by 
Dr. Uhthorn, whose work, entitled “ Christian Charity in the Ancient Church,” 
translated by Miss Sophia Taylor (T. and T. Clark, Edinburgh), is a most masterly 
production. The historical knowledge it displays is immense, and the whole subject 
is wrought out with great care and skill. It is a most readable, delightful, and 
instructive volame. 


personal experience of its power. As the eye needs no evidence t except 
fact of seeing it, even so the soul asks no further proof of divine trath after it has 
come to understand it aright. There are times, however, when even experienced 
souls become disturbed by doubts respecting the foundations of their creed, and at 
such seasons it is well that they should be furnished with aids to faith derived from 
those many sources of evidence by which the truth of the Gospels is attested. 
For the sake of those, also, who have not yet believed, it is well that Christians 
should be able to give a reason for the hope that is in them. Christian apologetics, 
therefore, are a necessity in every age when the Church has foes to contend with, 
although there has been at some periods a much larger development of that branch 
of theological literature than has appeared at other times. In our own day the 
Charch is assailed most bitterly and persistently by many enemies, and consequently 
the evidences of her divine original need to be set forth anew in forms adapted to 
the nature of the attack. We are glad to welcome from the clear and incisive pen 
of Professor Godet a volume of “Lectares in Defence of the Christian Faith” 
(T. and T. Clark). Those who are familiar with the subject will not find much that 
is original in it, but it is a perspicuous and well-arranged discussion of important 
points, and is written in a terse and lively style. 


If History be Philosophy teaching by example, it is in the biography of illus- 
trious men that the lessons of History are taught in the most vivid and interesting 
style. The ages of the world are best illustrated in the lives of epoch-making men. 
The story of their experience, of their conflicts and mistakes, their trials and 
successes, points every great moral with which it is well for us to become acquainted. 
The narrative of a life put before the world anew at a critical period, has often been 
a potent means of rekindling into fresh flame the languishing remains of attach- 


ment to a noble cause, and of raising up fresh champions to fight over again the _- 


same great battle, or carry on the struggle to new and large successes. We are 
glad to see that the Religious Tract Society has begun a new biographical series, 
and they could not have inaugurated it more appropriately than by the brief life of 
Luther which has just appeared. We trust it will come into the hands of many 
who are not well acquainted with the subject, and excite a more wide-spread interest 
in the great work of the Reformation. 


We have received the first number of the new series of the Christian Union 
Magazine (Dublin), and wish it all success as an organ for promoting Christian life 
and union in the sister island and elsewhere. 
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SOULS! IMMORTAL SOULS! 
(BY THE EDITOR OF “ EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM,” FROM ‘‘THE OUTLOOK.”) 


A youre man had been settled as minister for a short time in a town in Scotland, 
when one of his most intimate college friends paid him a visit. The meeting was 
most cordial, and the visitor was warmly welcomed and hospitably entertained. 
Uver their cups of fragrant tea many « topic was discussed—books and mcn, 
professors and students, humorous incidents and public affairs, poetry and philosophy. 
At length the minister proposed to his friend that they should sally forth and 
survey the scene of his labours. No sooner said than done; and up one street and 
down another they walked together. The streets were narrow and crowded with 
dirty, noisy children. The houses on either side were poor-looking tenements, 
meagre, monotonous, snd dingy in appearance. Some working men, in dirty clothes, 
and with grimy, bristly faces, moved along or lounged about with pipes in their 
mouths ; and the women stood gossiping with one another at the doors, calling out 
occasionally, at the top of their voices, to the children who chased and tumbled 
over one another in the street. The district was all of the same character through- 
out; and as the friends pursued their way, it was still nothing but dreary lines of 
close-built houses, filled with a close-packed population of the poorer class, nothing 
but hard pavements, and hot air loaded with dust and smells of stale fish and rank 
butter from the shops, and noise, and turmoil, and confusion. Having made the 
circuit of the place, the friends come back to the minister's abode ; and when they 
were seated, the visitor, who had been very silent during the tour of inspection, at 
length delivered himself of his feelings. ‘“ Well,” said he, “how unsuited to you all 
this appears! No mountains, no green fields, no wild flowers, no breezy woods, no 
walk by the side of the glancing burn, or along the shore of the solemn deep. Not 
a touch of romance, not a hint of beauty—nothing but the unlovely face of sordid, 
vulgar, greedy, grasping life. You can’t possibly have here any congenial philo- 
sophic friend; you don’t seem to have even any people of refinement or better 
station who might be pleasant neighbours. How in the world do you manage to get 
on? What have you got here to put any heart or life into you?" “ What have I 
got here?” responded the other, with pleasant smile but serious tone.~ “ Souls, 
immortal souls} Are they not the proper stock for a minister's piece of ground? 
Uur work is to have to do with souls. There is no scarcity of them here, you see ; 
and if I could but get at them as I wish, and get hold of them, I should be well 
content. I do long sometimes for the sweet fresh air of the open fields, or a sight of 
the great wide sea; but I hope to enjoy them again when I get a little leisure by- 
and-bye. But you know life is given us for work more than for enjoyment ; and if 
the work succeeds tolerably well, we shall not want for happiness. I should like to 
see some of those coarse men grow more sober and saving and kindly, and some of 
those slatternly women become more tidy and thrifty, and some of those rade 


riotous ebildren tarn out better than they seem likely to do at present. Their 


life does not show itself as very lovely, but it is worse for those who live it than 
for us who only look at it. There are human hearts under that rough outside, if 
we could only reach them; and there are immortal souls, if we could only save 
them.” “ Well, my good fellow,” replied the visitor, “ you’ve read me @ very good 
sermon, without meaning it, I dare say. But it sha’n’t be loston me. You've got 
the right way of it, and I am very glad indeed to feel it is so. You won't be 
disappointed, I promise you—at least, not altogether. My head is still running on 
a great many other things; but if I get settled in a charge myself, I hope to take a 
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leaf out of yout book, and always to bear in mind that a minister has to do with 


living glow and energy, and makes me pat forth all 
audience might well stir up any fire of eloquence that dwelt within us. Bat he who 
really addresses himself to the souls of men has no need to think of angels as 
listening to him. To them he has no message, they need no salvation; but when he 
looks into the faces of those before him, is there not enough to make his very heart 
go forth in yearning for them? Common enough may the faces be, with all the 
meannesses of daily life stamped on them plain enough; there is the vanity, the 
vacuity, the stupidity, the impress of low cares, the hard lines left by commerce 
with the world—very little of high intelligence or noble purpose, of the gleam of 
genius or touch of tender feeling. But there is a slumbering conscience in every 
bosom that may be aroused, and a will that may be guided, and a heart that may be 
won—there lies the field where trophies may be gained ; those worldlings may be 
made willing captives to the Saviour’s love. Is it not well worth the trying? 
Would it not be an unspeakably nobler thing to gather one soul to glory, than to 
speak, if it were possible, with such matchless eloquence in the tongue of angels as 
to command the plaudits and hazzas of heaven ? | 

The master, in Luther's day, who took off his cap to his pupils on entering his - 
class-room, drew on himself the blame of his fellow preceptors for his needless 
condescension. ‘“ Why should you, a learned doctor, make a salute to a pack of 
ignorant boys? You ought not to lower yourself by doing anything of the kind.” 
« Bat,” answered he, “ they will not always be a pack of ignorant boys. Some of 
them may grow up to be learned doctors like ourselves, and others may become 
wise and grave magistrates, or distinguished warriors, or skilful counsellors in affairs 
of State. I salute their future, which I see lying behind the round thoughtless 
faces that greet me in the class-room” Was he not right? And when standing 
before the poorest audience, may not the preacher feel that a future of untold 
magnificence may be represented there? Behind the faded dress, the patched coat, 
the hard hands, the thin pinched lips, may be concealed the spirits that shall stand 
arrayed in light nearest to the throne of God. And what is more, that glorious 
destiny for them may depend, under God, on the way we deal with them now. Is 


_ it not enough to stir up our hearts to their utmost depths, so that no persuasion 


may be left unused, no word unuttered which might prevail to wean them from their 
sin and woo them to their Saviour? When Jesus beheld the multitades, He had 
compassion on them. As He drew fear to Jerusalem, He beheld the city and wept 
over it. Everything was forgotten but the misery of the perishing. Shall we not 
lay to heart the lesson of the Redeemer’s tears, and, moved with something of like 
pity, strive, toil, and pray for the salvation of Souls, immortal Souls ? 


& 


: souls, immortal souls.” , 

Many centuries ago, Chrysostom used to pour forth his eloquent discourses 
under the great dome of St. Sophia's at Constantinople ; so fascinating was the flow 
of his mighty speech, that men gave him the name of “ Golden Mouth,” such being the 
meaning of the Greek wo! by which the is known in history. Bach delight had 
they in listening to him that they declared they would rather the sun should not 
shine than that Chrysostom should not teach. To one who spoke to him of the 
spirit and animation with which he always addressed the assembled multitades, he 
said, “I always think that the angels are near me, round about the communion 
altar, and that they are listening to all I say, and that thought fills my soul with 
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THE ARTICLE OF A STANDING OR FALLING CHURCH. 


Lorags declared his conviction that on the clearness and force with which the great 
doctrine of justification by faith alone was beld by any Chusch depended its spiritual 
life and true prosperity. To his mind, this was the truth that needed the most 
constant and ample exposition and enforcement. Whenever it begaa te fall into the 
background, spiritual declension began to set in. This was, as he expressed it, “the 
article of = standing or falling Charch.” But was Luther right in putting such an 
emphasis on this one point of Christian doctrine? Did he not exaggerate its 
importance, and assigs to it a place of pre-eminence to which it had no propeg claim 
in the system of Christian theology’ Perhaps we may admit that he viewed other 
questions 2 little too exclusively from their bearing on this cardinal principle of his 
creed. He condemned the monstrous superstitions of the Charch of Rome on the 
ground that they tended to foster self-righteousness and draw men away from simple 
trust in Jesus, rather than on the clear and absolute ground that inasmuch as they 
were human additions to the Gospel, they were 40 be utterly rejected by all who 
acknowledged no authority but that of Christ alone within His Church. We cannot 
wonder, however, that he took so strong s view of this one article of belief. It was 
because he was a stranger to it that he continued in such misery of spirit for so many 
years. He felt the weight of his sins lying on his afflicted conscience, and knew not 
where to find relief. The dubious and uncertain teaching of the Charch at that dark 
period afforded him no certain hope of reaching to assurance of forgiveness. He was 
like a bewildered traveller in perilous places who cannot find the road of safety amid 
the glooms of night. At last the truth flashed on his soul that the Gospel promises 
forgiveness, not to our self-mortifications, penances, or deeds of devotion, but to the 
faith that simply accepts the finished work of Christ on our behalf. He has done 
all for us, and we have only to take the benefit of what He has done. Nothing of 
our own is needed, and nothing of our own will be accepted. Salvation is‘of grace, 
not of works; and by faith, and faith alone, do we become partakers of it. When 
Lather perceived this trath, it changed the condition of his soul. To the benighted 
traveller, the sun had arisen in his bright and cheering splendour ; and the way of 
safety lay before him to conduct his feet out of the labyrinths of danger in which 
they had well-nigh stumbled. It was the deep experiences through which his soul 
bad passed that made Luther cling with so firm and tenacious a grasp to the truth 
which had set him free. 

Lather, however, was not wrong in holding that in the vivid apprehension of this 
trath lies the source of spiritual life and power. Let us mark how chief a place it 
held in the theology of the great Apostle of the Gentiles. The first section of the 
Epistle to the Romans is devoted to the exposition of it. In the Epistle to the 
Galatians it occupies an equally conspicuous position. There it was that Luther 
found the trath which brought such blessing to himself, and by expounding which 
he became in his turn so great a means of blessing to others. Let us note what is 
told us by another man,—sprung, like Luther, from the common people—like him, of 
strong, homely, manly nature, and powerful and vivid feeling, and who also became 
a mighty master in the things of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “I did greatly long,” 
says Bunyan, “to see some ancient godly man’s experience, who had lived some 
hundreds of years before I was born. Well, after many such longings in my mind, 
the God in whose hand are all our days and ways, did cast into my hand one day a 
book of Martin Luther's ; it was his comment on the Galatians ; it also was so old 
that it was ready to fall piece from piece if I did but tarn it over. Now I was 
pleased much that such an old book hed fallen into my hands; the which, when I 
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had but a little way perused, I found my condition in his experience so largely and 
; profoundly handled as if his book had been written out of my heart. This made me 
marvel; for thas thought I: This man could not know anything of the state of 
Christians now, but must needs write and speak the experience of former days’. But 
of particulars here I intend nothing; only that I do prefer this book of Martin 
Lather’s upon the Galatians (excepting the Holy Bible) before all the books that 
ever I have seen, as most fit for a wounded conscience.” | 
The concentrated essence of the (iospel lies in the exhortation, ‘‘ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” The great underlying traths of the 
Trinity, the Incarnation, and the Atonement are brought here to a practical con- 
clusion. Obedience to this Gospel command is the one sole and essential condition 
| of salvation. Yet it is, unhappily, certain that Churches have shown themselves only 
| too prone to depart from the simplicity of the faith, and to introduce various matters 
of observance as having some meritorious bearing on the question of forgiveness and 
: eternal life. The doctrine of the Cross is too humbling to the native pride of man ; 
and he covets to be, to some extent at least, his own saviour. Very earnest spiritual 
life rests on the foundation of a very deep sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin. 
With this is always connected an intense clinging of the soul to Christ, in faith and 
f love, a rooted hatred of all shapes and degrees of sin, and a devoted consecration of 
| life and effort +o Him who has cancelled its condemnation and delivered us from its 
| bondage. As the apprehension of our lost condition by nature grows feeble, our 
faith grows weak, our love waxes cold, and our strivings after holiness are relaxed ; 
: religion becomes more a matter of form and ceremony, less and less a thing of heart 
and soul and conscience: It is when we most strongly realize the unspeakable 
. greatness of salvation that we most strongly feel it mast be absolutely the free gift 
of grace. This it is that exerts a powerful, transforming influence on our souls, and 
i - makes us partakers in our Saviour’s holiness. All the fruits of grace spring from the 
i root of faith, and they abound in proportion to its simplicity and strength. Thus it 
» ~a that the seasons of most vigorous life in the Church have always been connected. 
y with special emphasis laid on the doctrine of salvation by faith alone. Would that 
if we had more of it at the present day ! 


FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. } | own days than they were twenty years ago. 
a Parie, September 17, 1883. Atheism is no longer looming in the horizon 
. A JOURNAL quotes approvingly the follow- like a threatening cloud ; it is andaciously 
4 ing words, written by M. Guizot some twenty | affirmed and energetically propagated. If 
| _ years ago: “ In good and evil the crisis in the powers that be do nothing to accredit it, 
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wich CIVIIZeC ria is plunging is in- | the nothing to resist it. It is the doc- 
finitely greater than our forefathers foresaw, | trine in favour. Religion is suspected. This 
much greater than we ourselves think. Ais undoubtedly true, but only in certain 
splendid work of progress and a hideous work | noisy classes, which do not represent the 
of destruction are going on at once in indi- | French people. Truly, there is the ever- 
3 vidual minds and in society at-large. Map- swelling current rolling onwards since the 
Kind has never yet thus floated between | last century, sometimes stopped, but ever 
i: heaven and the abyss.” These words, con- and anon overflowing the impediment, end 
tinues the journal, are still more true in our spreading the atheistic woe with all its hate 


- 


except as it removes an ember or two of dis- 


cord. It may in time liberate Romaniem 


EVANGELICAL CHKISTEXDON. 
reader 


297 
} | 
14 
4 
| 
is 
| 
4 
if 
4 
43 
| 
| 
i} 


4 


a 
- | 
| 
| 
| 
7 


W. McAll 


3 fs all 


| 
| 
| 
B 
| 
and burden of the day for a f i 
may be forgotten. No one i 
fully than do the men that st 
of those societies the great 
sion to the working men < ' 
the devoted and self-sacrifici 
the Rev. Robert am i 


[October |, 


-- 
300 
| 
i| 
| 
i 
| 
| | 
| 


| 
had | 

| 


| 


if 

4 

4 


2, 
4 
4 


4 


, Roumania, Italy, ete, a place of 
a series of orna- 
copied from original drawings by Albert | grace is proclaimed. A notable feature 

work, too, is the establishment of homelike 
been prepared, in order that | lodging-houses, Herberge sur Heimat, in which 
i wanderers may find clean, comfortable, cheap 


2, 


wise 
sea work containing a well-written life of the | terise 
it | great reformer. 
| Tax Havs, Hamscre.—The Rauhe 
i Haus is a centre of widespread philanthropic 
and Christian work, whose father and founder 
Ti was the late Dr. J. H. Wickern. In 1833, 
Be! when about twenty-five years of age, he and 
| some like-minded young men formed them- 
selves into a union, at Hamburg, whose 
| object was to seek out the poor, the sick, and 


presen 
the suffering, and to help them with bread | believe, a son of the above. The German 
for body and soul. Like many of our | Empress has given £50 to the Rauhe Hans, 


vigorous sapling sprang up, whose names even | Johannestift, celebrated in April the twenty- 
would be too numerous for us to mention. | fifth anniversary of its foundation.—The 


| From the “Occasional Paper of the|cab and send him to the hospital. Before 
) Evangelical Continental Society ’’ we extract the cab could be got we found that he was 
& passage occurring in the report of the| dying. There was no time to be ; I 


: 
8 
& 
3 


. labours of Messrs, Varnier and Scuderi in | approached the dying man 

| Sicily: “I found that he was sinking fast, | thoughts to the Physician of souls. 


and that the best thing. to do was to get a | He recognized my voice, opened his 


| bration, t plicatic ry | 
| 
| nas ordered potest children in | charged prisoners are looked alter ald helped. 
H Germany to be presented, on the approaching | The insane and idiot poor also receive the 
| and loving care that seems to charac- 
all the doings of the widely ecattered 
% Nothing seems to be overlooked 
' | Christian workers, the neglected condition of | which this year celebrates its Jubilee, towards 
1 children weighed heavily on their hearts, and | the construction of a house for the use of 
it added 
of afforded ut hey were trained and edu-/| to this a gilt D0. ne establishment 
a cated as well as fed. The thought was a/| at Berlin, corresponding to the Rauhe Hans, 
e seed which took root, wherefrom many a/ which goes by the name of the Evangelical 
i) But the united multiform work has taken its ' Christian. | 
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because it follows a similar increase 
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Home Intelligence. 
| 
| 
{ 


values, and the ber 2, 
Societies have also prospered. The pastors] | in a large number of the Liverpool pulpits, 
then enjoins upon the Church members the | either by the pastors themselves or by dele- 
observance of certain specified rules for the | gates who took their places, the claims of the 
promotion of the spiritual life, and concludes | Young Men’s Christian Association were 
by wishing the most cordial sympathy and | advocated and set forth. The result of this 
help in all the departments and operations of | admirable arrangement must surely be to 
Wesleyan Church awaken a wider and more abiding interest in 


Foreign 
gentlemen, speaking on behalf of the different | Missionary Society, the sermon on its behalf 
folds of the one flock to which they severally | being preached Rev. 
belong, expressed their most unqualified | Islington. It is pleasing to see these 
approbation of the Young Men’s Christian | interchanges of fraternal service on such 
Association movement and their heartiest | occasions. They form welcome and usefal 
wishes for its success. One cannot but | testimonies to the real oneness of Christ's 


wonder how there can be or could ever have | Church, in spite of its outward diversi- 
been any thought of a possible antagonism | ties. | 


--—~ 


Monthly 


INDIA. 

The Rev. Samuel John, native missionary to educated natives in connection with the 
Church Missionary Society, writes thus from Madras: “The orthodox Hindus, who are 
strangers to English language, literature, and science, have also been carefully noticed in my 
evangelistic work, While the uneducated masses cling more or less tenaciously to their 
ancestral religion, men of higher education seem apparently to have lost their implicit faith 
in it. This is borne out by the confessions which are made by them at times: ‘I do not 
believe in the Vedas and Shastras,’ says one; ‘I have lost my faith in the Hinda religion 
from my tenth year,’ says another; ‘I was three-fourths a Christian when I was in the 
Mission school,” says a third; and so on. Notwithstanding this ready and open confession 
of some, there is, on the part of many who have had a superior edacation in English, a 
secret inclination towards their national religion. Soe, ee aoe 
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reported a year ago. Altogether 60,606 new | between the organized churches and the 
members have joined the Society. Bat 5,135 | special work of the Assockition. There 
members have been removed by death, 4,277 | seems no reason in the nature of the case 
have been lost by emigration or removal, and | why these Associations should not be as . 
22,710 have for other reasons ceased to be | helpful to the churches as the Sunday-schools 
enrolled, chiefly, it is feared, through declen- | of the land have been. It is comforting to | 
a ee The number of Sanday | think that unworthy ecclesiastical jealousies | 
scholars bas increased, while 62,294 scholars | and suspicions are fast vanishing before the 
are already counted as Church members or as | growing light of experience. This has never, | 
on trial for membership, and 38,145 more | we believe, been so manifest at any previous | 
are enrolled in junior society classes. The | Young Men’s Christian Association Conference : 
Bands of Hope, w fally | 
| 
| 
Iw giving a long report of the meeting of | the religious wellere of young men in this 
the associated Young Men’s Christian Associ- | great and influential centre of industry and 
ations in Liverpool, the Christian remarks: | commerce.” 
“The feature of special importance at the Tae programmes of the Autumn Sessions ) 
introductory meeting and another on Monday | of the Baptist and Congregational Unions are 
morning, was the presence of representatives | issued ; both bodies met in October, the for- 
from most of the Christian communities in | mer at Leicester and the latter at Sheffield. 
the town—Baptists, Congregational, Epis- | Our Baptist friends, as usual, devote the first 
| 
abandoned their national : 


—_— 
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Brahmos and the antitheiste. Perhaps all the educated men of the Presidency may be 
conveniently placed under the above heads or divisions. Tbe numerical strength of theists 
and antitheists is insignificant as compared with those who bold orthodox views and opinions. 
N ing their attachment to the social rules, they do not in enlisting the 
«vmpathies of their countrymen as they could wish. The late visit of the American 
"Theosophista seems to have added strength to the Society of Freethinkers in Madras. The 
Thilosophical Enquirer, a weekly paper containing invectives against all religions, edited by 
this society, appears now under the name of The Thinker, and advocates materialism and the 
evolution theory. Unsteadiness is a feature that never fails to show itself in the religion of 
the educated ; they migrate from one system to another, or from one to another. 
By 80 doing they weaken themselves and become unstable in all their ways. Notwith- — 
standing this unsstisfactory staté of things, there are not a few who loudly deprecate all 
entitheistic views, idolatrous forms of worship, superstitious ceremonies and customs, and 
who approve the truths of Christianity. These men, while speaking of, or more probably 
feeling in their hearts and consciences, the excellency of Christ's teaching, His character and 


is « fact; that they are not satisfied with the existing state of things, and that they are at 
a loss as to which they should choose, are also facts. It is God alone that could convince 
them of the truth, that neither the insufficient theism preached by Sivanatha Sastri, nor the 
atheistic Buddhiam introduced by Colonel Olcott and Madame Blavatsky, nor the different 
forms of antitheism, can ratisfy the deepest cravings and yearnings of their inmost souls.” 
The Rev. Daniel Jones, of Agra, writes in the Baptist Missionary Herald about the 
festival or mela at Brindabun : “ For some time I had been looking forward to going to this 
». °. Last year I bad been successful in the sale of a guod number of Scripture portions 
ana other books, and I wished to do more in this way ; as, in common with many others, | 
have a firm belief in great good being done by the distribution of God's Word and the 
spread of true knowledge. And we need to be fully alive to the importance of supplying 
the people with pure literature, especially as we find that the desire to learn is so rapidly 
increasing. The mela at Brindabun is held in connection with and at the close of the great 
‘Holi’ festival. Nothing can be much farther from our ideas of what is Aoly than the 
abominations practised in the name of religion at this festival. It is a very significant sign 
of the times that many of the natives of India are sick and tired of these abominations, and 
have gone so far as to petition, in some places, the magistrate of the station to put a stop to 
the obscene songs sung along the streets at this season. It would appear, from a very strong 
letter on this subject by an ‘Educated Hindu’ in a leading daily paper just to hand, that, 
though this festival is celebrated more or less throughout all India, North-west India 
surpasses all other parts in filthy and vicioas song-singing at this time. We are told most 


' distinctly that all this obscenity has no support whatever in the ‘ Shastras,’ but has grown to 


its present dreadful dimensions through the exertions of certain ‘ lewd fellows of the baser 
sort.” 


CHINA, 

The Rev. George Smith, writing in the Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 
England, says: ‘‘It may be necessary to mention that it is the conduct and bearing of 
Roman Catholic missionaries, of whom there are some ten or eleven in this quarter, that 


are exciting the fear and opposition of the native authorities, Rome seeks to set up her 


The Rev. Samuel B. Drake writes in China's Millions of his efforts to cure opium- 
smokers of their evil habit. He says: “I must now proceed to relate what work was” 
attempted and accomplished in this cave. Immediately after my arrival at Mr. Fan’s house, 


/ 


if 
life, are #0 fettered by extraneous circumstances, such as caste rules, loss of property, 
; separation from relations, ete., that they cannot and will not put into practice what they 
; epprove in theory. That there is a great struggle going on in the hearts of intelligent men 
| 
th as elsewhere. ine art in the treaty in Protestants 
and Roman Catholics, the Chinese authorities are apt to confound the two. It is no small 
) hindranté to the spread of the Gospel to have such a host of men actively working to 
| spread a system of error, One of the great means by which they seek to gain adherents is 
by the priests placing themeelves as the heads and representatives of their followers before 
/ the native magistrates. In country like China, where there is so much maladministration, 
} the people welcome such leaders, while the Government is galled and irritated by foreigners 
, taking such a position, and would show bitter resentment if it could do so without incurring 
trouble from without.” 
| 
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their sticcess ; but if, on the other hand, 
felt it to be wrong in the sight of God, and because they wished to reform their lives, if 
they would promise to ask God to help them to then I 
theu gave them some anti-opiam pills, and 

them with sleeping room, for a few nights at least, lest they should 


= 


instructive to see how the poor fellows had to 
contracted. During the first night one of the men 
and called for Mr, Fan, that he might teach him 


craving 
pray. He had never 


how to pray prayed 
before, and a form of prayer was repeated to him ; this prayer was repeated by him, and 
soon after he fell asleep. Several other men, who had previously expressed themsel 


desirous of breaking off the use of opium, when the decisive moment arrived faltered, 
they feared ‘the craving.’ This craving must indeed be terrible, in imagination and in 
reality, for whenever one speaks to Chinese about abstaining from opium, they invariably 
speak of ‘the craving’ as the insurmountable difficulty. So it was with the poor fellows 
referred to, and consequently they determined to wait a few days to see how the other men 
fared in this respect. The next day they came several times, and they continued to do so 
for three or four consecutive days. Whenever they came the subject of conversation was 
‘the craving,’ Fortunately, the patients were able to assure them that it was sot unbear- 
ably severe, and that they might safely venture the risk. They were not, however, easily 
persuaded to believe this testimony ; they questioned and cross-questioned the men, until 
convinced that they told the truth. But when the confidence of the inquirers had been won, 
they at once commenced to take our remedies,” 

Mr. Walker, of the Foochow Mission, writes thus in the Missionary Herald: “ Amotig 
other tracts, I had with me a few on ‘The Soul.’ Very soom these were all gone, and 
Dr. Ting was inquiring for more. When I came to ask-him how he first became interested 
in the truth, he said, ‘It was in Dr. Whitney’setddy. I was there one day when he was 
talking to some visitors about ing distases, and he remarked, “This merely concerns 
the body, it is the soul that is " I did not understand what he meant by this, 
but I began to buy books, and read and think about it.’ This was the beginning, and now, 
in all his efférts to spread Christianity, ‘the soul is important’ is the first article in his 
creed. And it is just this trath which is to combat the intense worldliness that makes this 
province so bard a field. Six of the inquirers in that region have been enticed away from 
us by the Romanists. They hold out four inducements tq tempt men to leave as and join 
them : (1) No contributions (that is, not at present) ; (2) freedom to work on the Sabbath ; 
(3) permission to engage in the opium traffic; (4) help in cases of law-suits, etc. Such 
inducements are well calculated to test the sincerity of converts and winnow out the chaff. 
It is gratifying to find so many of them remaining steadfast. Dr. Ting, at no small sacri- 
fice, has remained at home over a year, cating for the work at Yang-chin-kang. He has 
had considerable practice about home, but it is chiefly among friends and neighbours, from 
whom he receives no fees. He travels about from place to place, vaccinating, etc., and all 
his income is from this practice at a distance, whi has been, in a measure, cut off 
during his stay at home. Last year the mission, fearing he might be compelled to leave 
home, sent him 9 dols. to help defray his expenses, calling it ‘ chapel * Bat we found 


~~ In the Church Missionary Intelligencer some interesting journals and letters appear 
respecting the Nyanza Mission. Mr. A. M. Mackay says: “I have made an attempt at 


babit of opiam-smoking. 1 told them that if they wished to abandon the use of the drag t 
simply because of its being an inconvenient and expensive luxury, had but little hope of 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
Keep the members together, and then he would have nothing to show us for the sum he had 
received. So far, those who have professed Christ at Yang-chin-kang are of the poorest 
class, and in talking with Dr, Ting about having them contribute, we found he was reluctant | 
to receive anything from them. I reminded him that it was for their eouls’ good that they | 
should contribute as they were able, even if it were only a trifle, and that in his com- : 
passion for their bodies he must not let their sodls suffer loss. This seemed to impress iq 
him.” 
AFRICA, 
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'F manufacturing sugar. Much of the cane I got was small, while all had been cut for several 
days, Little crystallizable sugar was therefore to be expected, while our slow proces of 
extracting the juice caused great loss also. 
\§ and pounded them in the wooden corn mortar. juice we squeezed out of the ‘ magass’ 
in a piece of calico. I added a 
little lime, which I made by burning cowrie shella After I set the boys on to 
boil, and for six hours we boiled and scummed, using a native earthen pot for the purpose. 
Finally, the syrup reached what I believed was the ‘sticking point,’ which I ascertained by 
| stretching a drop between the thumb and fore-finger. Had the canes been fresh and large, we 
| should have had a much larger percentage of sugar. Great expedition should be used in 
is commencing to boil after the canes are cut, but that is impossible while we can only slowly 
¢§ peel and pound in a mortar. I hope by-and-bye to make a small mill of three iron rollers to : 
to quickly squeeze out the juice. At any rate, this is a step in advance. If we can get barter 
| goods on reasonable terms from the Arabs, and grow our own commons, while we can make 
our own sugar, soap, and candles—coffee and butter being for sale every day—we shall need 
| little in the way of supplies from the coast, and thus save what has been costing some thou- 
sands of dollars (if not pounds) every year. We have now finished the viaduct, or dam, 
across the swamp. The bridge in the centre we have piled at the abatmenta, and laid 
ft longitudinal and transverse logs to support the surface of sods and earth. The whole raised 
a way is some ten feet wide, and many a score of cartloads of earth and turf we have thrown 
| into it. The natives are as much astonished at the improved style of bridging, and the 
18 broad dyke, as the English public were at Stephenson's first railway over Chat Moss. The 
38 wonder of all is the cart and the pair of oxen, and the ease with which they draw « great 
: Toad of earth. “Ob, the Bazungu,’ they my, ‘know everything ; they cannot be excelled 
| in cleverness.’ Our spades and mattocks attract no little attention among the women, who 
| are the only cultivators. The Frenchmen have, we hear, baptized many young men secretly. 
} Mr. O'Flaberty and myself look upon secret baptism as losing much of its value. Several 
i of our pupils have repeatedly asked to be baptized, but were they to make the public 
| confession, we fear that it would cost them their lives, as matters stand at present. May the 
| Lord grant that the day soon come when there need be no fear of man in this respect! The 
powers that be are so fickle. They have always been so. In former days, Mtesa embraced 
Islam, and ordered all his subjects to do so under pain of death. While he merely 
nominally adopted this new creed, many of his subjects went further, and were circumcised. 
i By-and-bye a reaction took place, and the fickle king ordered the execution of every one who 
| had been circumcised! Yesterday, Pires Livinhac and Girault called to say that they had 
| resolved to abandon their mission here, and to leave all (five) of them at once for 
7 Unyanyembe, where they hope to prepare their plans for the future. While we cannot but 
; | have considerable regret at missing the company of Europeans more like ourselves than the 
| natives, yet their absence will doubtless leave freer scope for our teaching, while it will at 
| the same time withdraw a useful stimulus or rivalry in the way of untiring energy on our 
| part. But it would have been far better had they never come here et all, and thus pre- 
i vented the sudden check which our work sustained at the-very outset by their presenting 
another gospel altogether intolerant of that which we had commenced to preach. Their 
; injory. t saw it all, and allowed.it. His will ‘though we cannot 
The Rev. James Dalzell, of the Gordon Memorial Mission to the Zulus, writes thus in 
the Free Church Monthly: “We bave bad our minds filled with horror by the only too true 
news of the murder of a missionary in Zululand by the Zulus—the Rev. Mr. Schrider, of 
the Hanoverian or Hermannsburg Mission. He was a young unmarried man (his intended 
| . being on her way hither for marriage), of considerable promise as a missionary—singuarly 
meek and inoffensive—who had given no known cause of offence beyond the fact of his being 
i} a missionary. No one was with him, his native servants having left months ago. He 
1 appears to have been killed while he sat on a table partly undressed for bed, intently 
; studying a book, the murderer giving the fatal stab from behind, so that it must have been 
| instantaneously fatal. Five others were added, and the abdomen ripped up. The house 
| was then ransacked, and whatever was not carried off was destroyed. My informant 
| is a brother missionary, who visited the place, examined the body, and buried the 
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themselves when attacked by overwhelming nambers. Of the two left in, one has since 


free from them, and intend to do so, 

which we act. It is certain that much good will come out of this, though we should have 

liked it to come in a different way. The action of the authorities in dismissing all the men, 
that our account of the matter is correct. One of the Hebrew papers publishes a 

long account of the affair, in which they accuse our people of attacking the synagogue, 

tearing the Toraha, desecrating the Holy Place, and mé@hy other crimes, in all of which 

there is not one of truth. But the good that will come is deeper than this. As 


the whole trouble arose from the refural of the Rabbis to the 
sympathy of the Turkish authorities and of the Consuls. And as some of the Rabbis are 
Austrian subjects, the Austrian Consul has forced them to agree to bury the dead for the future.” 

The Church of Scotland Missionary Record says: “‘ Mr, Munro Mackenzie, of Morinish, 
who has in so many ways shown his interest in our Jewish mission, has just sent to Salonica 
a large collection of well-chosen French books, to form the nucleus of « library in connec- 
tion with our school. No donation could be more usefal or acceptable.” 

NEW GULNEA. 
The Rev. 5S. M‘PFarlane, the distinguished missionary, in an interesting letter to the 


Queenslander, gives a brief account of a visit he has recently paid to the eastern branch 
of the mission under his care, which comprises East Cape, Mi 
islands as far as Teste Island. The natives of the whole district, he says, are cannibals of 
the worst kind, although, in their own estimation, they are respectable 

the natives of the d’Entrecasteaux group, who eat every part of the human body. Mr. 


M‘Farlane says the work of evangelization in the eastern branch of the mission is making 


is being opened 
further 


Papuan industrial school and teachers’ 
after their vacation, having made good use of two boats in evangelistic and about 


3 


the Fly River. Mr. M‘Farlane says: “ This western branch of our mission, which we are — 


opening up from islands in Torres Straits, is by far the most difficult and dangerous, the 
climate being the most unhealthy, and the natives the most hostile ; still, it is the most im- 
portant, as it is on the main body of the great island ; whereas all our other stations, both in 
the middle branch, under the care of Messrs. Lawes and Chalmers, and the east end, of which 


I have written, are on the coast of the south-east peninsula. We still hope to find a high- © 


way to the interior by the Fly or some adjacent river, but for this a steam-launch is almost 


indispensable. I have been able to secure the services of a well-known yacht builder from _ 
Glasgow to superintend the industrial branch of the institution, the natives being fond of 


carpentering and boat-building. They have just almost rebuilt a lugger-boat of about eight 
tons, for service in Fly River work, and are about to lay the keel of a small vessel of twelve 
tons, to take the place of the Mayer, which was wrecked a short time ago.” 

NEW HEBRIDES, 

The Scotch Free Church has recently reinforced their part of the work on these islands 
by sending out the Rev. and Mrs. Frazer from Edinburgh, who have bpilt a house and begun 
work on Api, the entire population of which island is only 10,000, and these speaking four 
different languages—not all speaking or ing the four but rather the 
10,000 divided into four different tribes; so that when a missionary mastered one 
language, he can make the Gospel known only to that portion of the 10,000 whose language 
he has learned. A second discouragement is the small and diminishing population. Mr. 
Lowrie writes “ that on the north side of the large island of Aneityum are only 540 people, 


and 252 of these are communicants in the churches.” 


throw the stone which killed the man. On the other side there are six or seven witnesses : 
who saw the stone come from above, and of the honesty of these I cannot doubt, as they 
are Jerusalem Jews, who are not likely to obtain anything by their evidence. As an illus- | 
tration of the state of affairs here, I may say that I have just been told that one man is | 
ready to bring forward twenty witnesses, who may be bought fora napoleon each. It is | 
a very dificult matter to get anything done here without bribes, but we have always kept | 
less frequent; the natives are @ acquaintance with foreigners; they are 
willing to sell their produce and their labour at a price that will soon establish a good 
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¢ NORWICH CONFERENCE, 
OCTOBER 4, a¥p Two Dare. 


Ix our last irsoe we announced the arrangements for the approaching Annual Conference 
of the Evangelical Alliance, which will be held (p.v.) on October 16,17, and 18. The 
has since been completed, and is given below. 

The Council earnestly hope that there will be a large attendance of members and friends 
from various parts of the bees Pee 
PROGRAMME. 
Ali the Meetings will be held in St. Axpaew's Hatt. 


TUESDAY, Ocroner 16. 


St. Giles’, Norwich. Responses by the President of Alliance and b Visitors representing 
Foreign Branches. Subject—“ The Work of the Evangelical Alliance in promoting Christian 
Union and Religi Liberty.” Addresses by the Rev. J. Murray Mitcholl, p.o., Ut.p., and 


WEDNESDAY, Ocroner 17. 


10 to 10.45 The Rev. Jons 
Rector of Thorpe, Norwich, to preside. 11 to 1 o’clock.—Conrerence. Chairman, the Right 
Hon. Lord Potwartu, Resolutions on the Order of Business. “ The Annual Address,” by the 
Rev. T. Romaine Govett, late Vicar of All Sainte, Newmarket. Subject—*‘* The need them a 
measure of the Power of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Christ.” “The Practical u- 
tiona,” to be read and enforced by the Rev. J. Oswald Dykes, p.p., Minister of Regent Square 
Presbyterian Church, London. Brief abstract of the Annual Report to be presented by Mr. 
A. J, Arnold, Secretary, and the Cash Statement by the Treasurer. 

Arrerxoon, 3.30 to 5 o'clock.—Merrixe vor Oren Conrernence. Opening Address by 


Oe Sa. Subject—‘' The hindrances to the manifestation of brotherly love and union 
w may they be best overcome? ” 


Meerine at Half-past 7 o'clock. Chairman, J. J. Cotman, Esq., 
Addresses by the Rev. John Stoughton, p.p., and the Rev. L. B. White, p.p. Subject—* The 
Lather Commemoration : 1. The influence of Martin Luther upon the Protestant Reformatién ; 
2. The present condition and needs of the Reformation Churches.” 


THURSDAY, Ocroper 18. 


10 to 10.45 The Rev. G. 8S. B.a., 
Congregational Minister, Norwich, to preside. 11 to 1 o’clock.—Conrzrence. Chairman, 
Domaup Matnesonx, Esq. Addresses by the Rev. Prebendary Anderson, m.a., Bath, and 
the Rev. E. Smith, Wesleyan Minister, Manchester. Subject—‘‘ The religi indifference 
existing among various classes, and the best means of moeting it.” Addresses by the Rev. Hugh 
Price Hughes, u.a., of Oxford, and the Rev. W. Fuller Gooch, Minister of Baptist Chapel, 
Lower Norwood. Subject—‘‘The public ministry of the Word of God: how can it be made 
most effectual, ‘in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance’? ” 

. Horace Hon. Secre e ign Ev ization Society. Subject—* Mission 
Work on the Continent,” etc. 

Evextso.—Pustic Meerixc at Half- 7 o'clock. Chairman, the Right Hon. Lord 
Potwartn. Address by the Rev. H. clair Paterson, u.p., Minister of Notting Hill 
Presbyterian Church, London. Subject—‘'The Divine Authority and Suffici of the Holy 
by the Rev. Vicar of St. Deptfo Subject— 

hristian's usefulness world dependent is close walk with God. 
Concluding Add by the Presid upon 


Among those who are expected to take part in the proceedings, and whose names do not 
appear above, are the following: The Rev. Geo. Jones, Rev. Dr. Kennedy Moore, Rev. J. 8. 
Russell, and the Rev. E. Clarke, of Spezzia. 

It is intended to allow time for open conference at the afternoon meetings. 

Members of the Alliance and other friends intending to be present at the Conference, 
in London, before October 4, will be provided 
hospitality. 


Evextwo —Conversazions at 6.90 p.m. Pustic at To'clock. 
t.- ield, C.B., Secretary. 
| 
i} | 
i 
| 


Miss J. B. Plim | 
Mra M. L. Serutton, W 
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DEPUTATION WORK. 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
NEW MEMBERS. 
The following persons have been unani- Ashton-under.Lyne 
Mn. Wayler, London 
Walter 3 Bristol. 
Rev W. T. 
T Rev. W. 
M W. Blore, -» Sandown. 
Miss Rebecca . C. Guttridge, Bandown. 
Mrs. Jane Holbeck, Worthing. Mr James White, Sandown. 
Rev. E. K. Elliott, Worthing Rendown. | 
Mrs, Beclow, nit Miss Hubert, 8t. Servan, France. 
H. Brent, Cheshunt. 
the Alliance, which had, | 
work for the Charch 
old then gave an address 
and scope of the Alliance, 
— hich God had vouchsafed 
oting brotherly love and 
the defence of the per- 
nce’ sake. Several of the 
bore testimony to the 
which had been 
nent of the Secretary. 
> note that in Sandown a 
prayer-meeting is held, and 
well sustained. All the 
town unite by tarn in con- 
‘ings. During the Week of 
nary, daily meetings are held 
accommodate the great num- 
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his death has thus occasioned, they | sympathy, praying that they may be sus- 
| tained by the sliding presence of the Divine 
late Canon Battersby their heartfelt , Comforter.” 


LUTHER COMMEMORATION. 


A meeting of the General Committee, After the 
formed on Angnet 2, was held in the Coupcil minute was usanjmously adopted :— 


mittee. However, it was reported that, since August 2, desire to express their gratification 
the meeting on August 2, a number of | that the matter appears to have been so 
gentlemen connected with various Protestant | warmly responded to. 

societies, being anxious that immediate| “The only desire of this Committee was 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. 


A few months ago the British and American | the causes of complaint having been removed 


Branches of the Evangelical Alliance appealed | and freedom of worship restored, the Council 
to the Emperor of Austria with reference to | of the British Organization of the Alliance, 


September 14. measures taken since their last meeting by 
It was intended at this meeting to consider | representatives of various, Protestant socicties, 
detailed plans for the carrying oat of the | who had formed a General Committee with a 
celebration, as briefly indicated in the pre- | view to commemorate the birth of Martin 
measures should be taken to expedite, if not | to arrange for some united action, as sug- 
to complete, the arrangements contemplated, | gested by the Council of the Evangelical ’ 
bad organized another Committee, and had | Alliance, and as this object will, it appears, 
suceeeded in obtaining a large amount of | be accomplished by the newly-formed Com- - 
support. mittee, with Lord Shaftesbury as its Presi- 
On receiving this report, the Committee | dent, this meeting consider it is very 
at once felt that it was moet undesirable | undesirable that there should be any division 
there should be two Committees with a | of interest or appearance of rivalry, and they 
similar object, and the recently-formed Com- | therefore dissolve as a Committee, with a view 
mittee having formulated @ programme inclad- | to promote co-vperation. 
ing the points indicated by this Committee,| ‘“‘In taking this step the Committee 
there was now no need for the existence of two | express their cordial desire for the complete 
separate Committees. : success of the movement now inaugurated.” 
trictions €Xistipg im relation LO the | im letter dated March, 1550, hastened witt 
children of Protestant parents in the Austrian | lively gratitude to acknowledge the happy 
Empire. The following is the text of the | results of your Majesty’s kind interposition . 
memorial addressed to his Majesty on the|on bebalf of their fellow-Christians. This 
subject :— letter also respectfully represented to your 
To His Imperial Majesty Francis Joseph 1.,| Majesty that the children of Protestant 
Emperor of Austria and Apostolic King | parents between the ages of seven aad four- 
| of Hungary : teen years were prohibited from accompany- 
| May it please your Majesty, the repre- | ing their parents to religious meetings, and 
| sentatives of the Evangelical -Alliance of | likewise from receiving religious instruction 
Great Britain and of the United States of | otherwise than from Rowan Catholic teachers. 
America would very respectfully refer to the | This deprivation of the holiest of parental 
gracious reception accorded by your Majesty | rights and duties is felt to be a very serious 
in the month of November, 1879, to a depu- | grievance, and the parents of such children 
tation from the International Conference of | earnestly look to your Majesty for permission 
this society, which had been held at Basle,|to exercise the entire control of their 
Switzerland. A memorial setting forth serious | children. Your memorialists confidently 
acts of oppression and infringements of | appeal to the sympathy and sense of justice 
religious liberty (from which many Protestant | of your Majesty to grant relief to those Pro- 
subjects of your Majesty had suffered), was | testant parents. They desire also to humbly 
then presented, and your Majesty graciously | bring to the notice of your Imperial Majesty 
promised inquiry. Some time afterwards, | a hardship and restriction of religious liberty 
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which is very painfully felt by many faith- 
ful Protestant subjects residing in Austria and 
Bohemia ; it is, that at the funerals of 
relatives and friends who did not belong to 
the accredited State Churches, their own 
pastors are not permitted to prey with the 
mourners or to conduct a religious service at 
the. graves. Your memorialists ecarntetly 
trust that their appeal on behalf of Protestant 
parents and children, likewise for permission 
to pastors and others to perform the asual 
_ religious services at funerale, will meet with 
your Imperial Majesty's gracious consideration, 
and that the grievances cOmplained of may, 
by your kind intervention, soon be removed. 
Your memorialists, in conclusion, beg to 
_ assure your Majesty that while the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance, which they represent, is composed 
of Christians of all Protestant Churches and 
of all lands, their efforts are continually 
directed, after first seeking the honour of God, 
to the maintenance of social order and respect 
for the powers that be, howsoever constituted, 
in every empire. They venture to hope 
also, on this ground, that not only toleration 
may be extended to the observances 
of their fellow-Protestants within the: limits 
of Austria, but that your Majesty might even 
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work of disseminating Christian literature. 
Infidelity and Atheism, Communism and 
Nihilism, which are the common foes both of 


A. J, ARNOLD, 
On behalf of the United States 
Evangelical Alliance, 
Moras R. Jesup, President. 
Cates F. Rows, Treasarer. 
Pauir Scuarr, 
Secs. 


S. Inexavs Pare, 
Hewer B. Caarty, 

Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, 

London, April, 1883. 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN SYRIA. 


Just as we are going to press we have re- 
ceived a communication from an esteemed 
correspondent in Syris, who gives us the 
following particulars regarding an attack 
made upon a convert from the Greek Church, 
and also upon the missionary and his family. 
Our intimates that the British 
Consul is dealing with the case, so far as it 
regards the assault opon the person, but that 
he fears it will become necessary him to 
i for its 


liberty in connection with the matter :-— 

In June of the present year, a young con- 
vert was admitted into membership with a 
Protestant mission church at Antioch, and at 
once experienced annoyance from members of 
the Greek Church, with which he had been 
connected, and especially from his relatives 
and fellow-workmen. In July, a day was 
appointed for the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper in the congregation, and on returning 
from one of the preparatory meetings, the 
congregstion encountered a hostile party of 
the Greeks, who not only reviled, but cast 
stones at them. Two days later, while the 
missionary was conducting a second meeting, 


&@ more serious attack was made. Some rela |. 


tives of the convert entered the 

shouting and threatening. Outside, a 
mob had assembled ; and, directly th 
the convert, some of them raised a 
an attack should be made upon him. 
was struck heavily on the head several 
before the missionary, who stood bravely 


4 


4 
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specially direct that some facility should be 
given to those who are engaged in the good ) 
Catholics and of Protestants, may thas be 
more effectually checked in their inroads upon 
legitimate anthority and general peace, 
Praying that your Majesty's life may be long 
spared, and that your imperial name, de- 
scending to your successors, may ever be 
: associated with the happiness and prosperity 
of 4 loyal and grateful people : 
On behalf of the British Evangelical 
Alliance, 
PotwarrTa, President. 
Dow. Matusow, Treasurer. 
J. Freip, Lieut.-General, c.n., 
| 
| 
ises 
him throughont the encounter, was 
drag him within the precints of the 
and then the young man nearly fain 
the effect of the assault. 
moral influence in vindicating religious| The mob then broke in the outer-door of 
the enclosure, and with large stones and big 
sticks, struck doors, windows, and inmates, 
all the while calling loudly for mf 
citement was so great and the threats so 
the building 
shelter from 
infuriated mob fel 
of the congregation 
wife. The missionary was grievously , 
saulted by one part of the HE in | 
attempt to break into the inner apartmenly 
| 


danger, no one was very seriously, or fatally, 
wenderfal 


the night. 
Immediately after the mob had disperse, 
the Vice-Consul communicated, by telegram, 


which, although there was no Berlin Treaty 
were, he says, attended with 


FE 


: WEEK OF UNIVERSAL PRAYER, 1884. 
In our last we gave, in eartenso, the Invitation and Programme for next year’s Week of 


' Prayer, and copies of the same have been forwarded to all parts of the world through 
various missionary societies and other agencies. 


We are continually finding, however, 


there are persons who take a deep interest in this annual observance, but who are not reached 
by the means thus employed. The Secretaries will, therefore, be very glad to be furnished 
with the names and addresses of any missionaries, or others, to whom it would be desirable 


Monpar, January 7.—Praise and Thankagiving. 


Tugspay, ,, 
WEDNESDAY, ,, 
THurRsDayY, 
Faipay, 


It 


8.—Confession of Sin, and Prayer for Cleansing and Renewal. 
9.—Prayer for Families and Instructors of Youth. 
10.—Prayer for the Church of Christ. 

11.— Intercession for the Nations. 
12.—Prayer for Missions at Home and Abroad. 

may not be known to all our readers that a collection of Hymns, suitable for United 


Prayer-meetings, is published by the Alliance, and very generally used during the Week of 
Prayer. The new edition contains nearly 100 hymns, and is published in large type at a 


penny each, or 7s, 6d. per 100. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.c. 
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sailed. Within the court-yard there was praiseworthy, as well as successful, notwith- 

| mob of 300, and outside many times that | standing great opposition ; for the Moslens, 

| number. Stones thrown by the crowd flew | no less than the Greeks, seem resolved to 
over the boundary wall. The assault, or| contest strongly the liberty of amy one of 
rather the siege, lasted nearly two hours. their members becoming a Protestant. 

The Vice-Consul sent repeated messages to It is inferred that by the Treaty of Berlin, 
the Governor of the town to come and bring | British diplomatists in Turkey have a right 
policemen, but the appeal was in vain for | to interfere officially in the defence of reli- 
some time ; and when, at last, there was no | giousliberty. Our correspondent recalls with 
hope of protecting the young convert in the | liveliest gratitude the strong and sustained 
missionary's house, he was placed under the | efforts of the Evangelical Alliance in 1874 

| protection of five policemen, who had at| and 1875, on behalf of converts connected 

| length come together, and who engaged to with the American Mission at Latakia, efforts 
conduct him in safety to the Government 

buildings. 

The attack took place opposite the houses | great value. 
of some of the leaders of the Greek Charch, As to the progress of the case, 
and in view of the church building iteelf. It | of twenty-two of the assailants 
was a feast-day, and people who had been | handed to the Government, while 

| attending the service, poured forth and joined | leaders, twelve in number, have 
) the mob. In consequence of the assault, the | irons to Aleppo, where the trial 
| | missionary’s wife had an alarming illness, but | place. Our correspondent adds 
it marvellons thet, amidst so much | Greck authorities appear to feel 
| Greek to become a Protestant or not in 
g our correspondent, that the police were able | Antioch, the citadel of the Patriarchate, will 
| to conduct the convert, with but slight hart, | be finally tested by the present case. They 
| through the yelling mob to the Government seem persuaded, too, that not a few members 
| house, where the young man remained until | of their own Church would gladly see the 
the missionary left for the mountains during | contest result in favour of the Protestant , 
ih the hot season, and then, in charge of «| missionary. The correctness of this impres- 
| guard, he was sent to the during | confirmed by the fort that 
| | bers of Greek Church people have for a long 
an time, been in frequent attendance on the 
i ee preaching of the missionary, and handreds 
| : wi er ys eppo, W ose | of their children have been in the mission 
; action appears to have been resolute and | schools for periods of from one to six years. 
By to forward papers. 
| We may add that the Week of Prayer commences with the first Sunday in the year, 
January 6, and the general arrangement of topics is as follows :— 


